98                     TEACHERS OF INDIA
it. His court wizards did likewise. They had
proved successful against Mir Jamla ; but owing to
the presence of Guru Teg Bahadur they were power-
less against Raja Ram Singh. To use the words of
the chronicler, 'As ignorance pales before know-'
ledge, so did the sorcerers fail and grow weary of
their efforts.5 In the end the king of Kamrup ac-
cepted the terms that Raja Ram Singh imposed on
him by the counsel of the Guru To celebrate the
victory, the Guru asked that each soldier of the im-
perial forces should bring five shields full of earth
to raise a monument to Nanak Guru. On the
mound so erected Teg Bahadur built a pavilion that
stands to this day. When the army was about to
return, the news came to Teg Bahadur that his wife
Gujari had given birth to a son, afterwards the
renowned Har Gobind Singh.
Nothing in Teg Bahadur's life became him like
the leaving of it. Towards its close the emperor
Aurangzib gave orders for the conversion of the
Hindus of Kashmir. These orders were so strictly
carried out by his officer. Sher Afghan Khan, that he
had soon collected a hundred weight of janves or
sacred strings taken from the necks of Hindu con-
verts to Islam. The Kashmiris sent a deputation to
Guru Teg Bahadur. He heard them sadly and was
pondering on what course he should follow, when
his little son Gobind Rai asked him why he looked
so stern. The Guru petted his son and said, 'The
world is grieved by persecution. He who is willing
to sacrifice his life shall free the earth from the
burden of her tormentors.* The child said, 'My
father, who is more fitted than thou to do this, gene-
rous and brave as thou art?' The Guru realized